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MARCH 2026 

     WHO’S WHO AT HQ???? 

   
When and why did you start volunteering?  “I started volunteering in 2008. 
After my partner passed away my friend, Cookie Penton asked me to go to the CPA 
class. I enjoyed it so much that I joined the MVP. It was a way to keep busy when 
I felt lonely. Everyone was so welcoming. I started out helping at Bolden then ISD 
and handicap parking.” 

How has volunteering changed you in a positive way? “Volunteering has 
given me new friendships and a greater understanding of police work. I feel much 
more comfortable around officers and have learned many new things and seen 
and done things I never might have gotten a chance to do. Like riding in police          
helicopter, going on ride along, gun safety practice, and just more self awareness.”  

What’s the best thing about being an LVMPD Volunteer? “I love meeting 
all the officers and wide variety of people that come to headquarters. I enjoy the  
pleasure it gives me to help people and being appreciated . I feel like so many 
friendship and acquaintances have been made and kept through   the years. I 
have a greater understanding of the law and the way of the department. When I 
help someone and they walk away smiling it makes me feel great too.”  

When and why did you start volunteering? “I saw a volunteer giving a 

ticket to a person in a handicap parking spot that shouldn’t be there. I 

thought that was a fantastic idea. I then found out my friend was a volunteer 

at metro so I worked the reception desk with her.“ 

How has volunteering changed you in a positive way? “I think I am 
more compassionate to people as I see all types come into the police dept. I 
also feel that I’m contributing to helping out the police dept by volunteering 
my time.” 

What’s the best thing about being an LVMPD Volunteer? “The best 

thing about being a volunteer is giving back and helping people. It is also fun 

meeting new friends.” Loren Scussel 

Karen Kissam  

Kacser 
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  Volunteer Spotlight 

David Pelino grew up in Depew, NY and attended Lancaster Central Schools, outside Buffalo, NY, 

where years later, he returned as a teacher. He lived with his parents and his two brothers, and they 

were all given a wonderful inheritance, and the love for travel. He definitely grew up with a                 

supportive family that allowed him to make his own choices and be himself. Their street was also a 

mini community, like most were back then, where you looked at your friends' parents as extensions  

of your own, and some of them still visit and check up on him today when they come to Vegas.  

Although he has no relatives in Las Vegas, he still stays in touch with them and close friends back 

home in Buffalo (Go Bills! Go Sabres!). He says that even his blood family is shrinking due to age, but 

he feels great knowing that he has made amazing friends here in Vegas through daily interactions in 

the community, whom have become like family to him.  

David started volunteering as a kid in the church, with the needy and even doing some rewarding 

jobs for the Depew Recreation Department. He also helped his father as he coached and worked              

evenings for the local recreation department, and later moving to paid positions. By the age of        

sixteen, he was volunteering and coaching kids soccer teams and was also an advisor for a local CYO.                       

Volunteering lead him into a career as a teacher and he has continued to this day, although this plan 

is far from the original of becoming an accountant. But in the end, being a volunteer has given him a 

new purpose in life, by making a difference one day at a time in somebody's life, including his own. 

Currently he volunteers for the LVCVA, Smith Center, and of course, Metro Police Department. He 

emphasizes the fact that joining LVMPD has allowed him to expand on what he has always enjoyed 

doing. He says that even though he has volunteered for a short time for Metro, the opportunities he 

has had with the kids, at the airport, the strip and for the TIP program, have been fully rewarding.  

There is a significant quote that David likes, and it has to do with the fact that: "People are known by 

the lives they touch", so he still tries to follow this "motto" every day in his own life, by leaving an   

imprint in others through a hand-shake, a gesture, helping strangers or simply by a smile, because 

we never know how meaningful it could be for a person on a certain day.  

Three years ago, David survived cancer, and this gave him a new and deeper perspective on how to 

live. He states that we all have the chance to become a better person every day, and that is why there 

is still a lot of things he wants to do. In spite of his journey ahead, his motivation, enthusiasm, smile 

and optimism, will give him fuel to continue walking and impacting the lives of the ones who           

surround him, because, "David's work is not done yet".  

 

  Written by—Estrellita Perry 

David's Journey  

DAVID “COOPER” PELINO 
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And Now a Word from Our Sponsor . . . . .  . .  

Good News and Bad News from Eggworks! Bad News first: owner 
Brad Burdsall is leaving the state, semi-retiring. He has been an  
ardent supporter of our Metro Volunteer Program and an           
enthusiastic fan of the Las Vegas Raiders. 

Good News now: only one of his restaurants, 6960 S Rainbow 
Boulevard is closing. Five locations remain open. Melody Padilla 
and Toni Navarro from Eggworks remain available to coordinate 
with our program. Metro Volunteer Program is grateful for                
Eggworks, our sponsor for many years. 
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     Important Contact information 

MVP Main Office - 702-828-5609 

Volunteer Program Coordinator Email— H15920S@lvmpd.com  

Lucy Madrid—Sr. LEST Email— L8956M@lvmpd.com  

Facebook Page— https://www.facebook.com/LVMPDMetroVolunteerProgram 

Website— https://www.lvmpd.com/mvp 

    IDENTITY THEFT PREVENTION 

 

It’s tax season and that’s usually when identity theft rises. Here are some tips to help keep 
you from becoming a victim. 

TERM DIFFERENCES 

Identity Theft = applies to theft of personal information          

Forgery = the act of falsely making, altering or imitating documents with intent to defraud or deceive                                 

Fraud = intentional use of deception, trickery, or misrepresentation to gain an unlawful advantage  

     AVENUES OF COMPROMISE    CURRENT SCAMS 

 Dumpster Diving      IRS 

 Burglaries (Home & Auto)     Remote access to your computer 

 Mail Theft       Warrants for Arrest/Jury Duty 

 Advance Fee Scams      Work at home 

 Technology/Phone      Unpaid Toll Fee 

GOOD PRACTICES 

Shred (via cross-cut) ALL discarded personal information 

NEVER reveal personal identifying information  

Update virus software on your computer 

Check your credit regularly 

Choose credit over debit when possible 

Be aware of your surroundings!!! 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FLVMPDMetroVolunteerProgram&data=05%7C02%7CH15920S%40LVMPD.COM%7Cbcf4319a3ea64531e53108de643d85ba%7Cd43051c8803c45649d534ef1afd988ad%7C0%7C0%7C639058412550911416%7CUnknown%7CT
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              EVENT  PHOTOS 
February was another busy month for our MVP team members! We participated in 
24 events...not bad considering February only has 28 days!  

 Monthly Findlay Food Distribution 

 Cruisin with the Cops 
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                 EVENT  PHOTOS  CONTINUED 

 
Rock N Roll Marathon 

   Chinese New Year Parade  
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                 EVENT  PHOTOS  CONTINUED 

 

Desert Breeze Spring Festival 

  Southern Hills Hospital 
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Players Club— FEBRUARY 2026 

YOU volunteered 10,999 hours in February.  Thank you for being our ambassadors in your community.   

SILVER CLUB  (25-49 
HOURS) 
Clay Acker …………………..40 
David Arkens ………………26 
Kimberly Arkens ………….32 
Ruth Baker…………………..28 
Bob Berber ………………….46 
Linda Barnes………………..40 
Celeste Baroletti…………..26 
Barbara Barry……………….30 
Steven Beason……………..35 
Naomi Beigel………………..36 
Monica Beltran…………….48 
Michael Bercseny………...32 
Sherry Bercseny …...…….46 
Peter Blum…………………..35 
Joshua Boydman….……….37 
David Buchman….………...30 
Joshua Campe….….……….41 
Luis Cartagena …………….36 
Ana Coates…………………..34 
J.P. Coulter ………………….28 
Angela Derrick……………..44 
Brenda Dudzis ……………..26 
Steve Eichberger ……….…33 
Joseph Esprecion…...…....47 
Lynne Favazza……………...43 
Ronald Fayne ……………….28 
Gary Franklin…………...…..31 
Travis Franklin ……………..35 
Estefani Gonzalez ………..26 
Jon Grabinski…….………….35 
Russell Gratton……………..48 
Joann Hamilton…………...26 
Laurence Helwig …...…….27 
Gerri Holmes………….…….44 
Kerry Horcasitas..………...28 
Carlotta Hurless…………...44 
Gregory Jolley.……………..27 
Brenda Jones………………..38 
Keith Jung …………………….28 
Barry Katz……………………..28 
Sandy King …………………..39 

Dennis Kirson………………….46 
Christopher Koh…...………..44 
James Lamon………………….35 
Tammy Lee …………………… 41 
Steven Levinson…………….. 48 
Anna Lopez…………..………..44 
Timothy Luczak……………….33 
Michael Mas.…………………..31 
James Nappi …………………..26 
Timothy O’Neil ……………….34 
Joan Pryor ……………………...27 
Michael Puccio………………..48 
Jon Reese………………………..40 
Sheila Rhone-Blanton……...37 
Virginia Rosini………………….26 
Gail Roybal…………………….. 28 
James Sandford ……………...42 
Sugalya Sangsuriya………….31 
Edward Shinn………………….30 
Janelda Silva…………………...33 
Richard Smith………………….35 
Jacqueline Sosa……………….40 
Waver Tassin…………………..29 
Ruth Urrabazo………………...40 
Susan Van Beuge …………….27 
Barbara Williams……………..44 
Joan Wong ………..………….. 40 
William Yates Jr. ……...…….42 
Karen Zaborski ……………….49 

GOLD CLUB  (50-74 HOURS)  
Jacqueline Lyke …………………59 
Bruce Meyer……………………..53 
Lloyd Morrow…………………...56 
Lannie Neal……………………….73 
Michael Pannone ……………..55 
Cookie Penton…………………..66 
Loren Scussel …..……………...70 
Jessica Shindler………………...69 
Dale Swedberg ………………...61 
Adam Thornton………………...64 
Christopher Williams …...…..72 
Janice Wyatt …..………………...55 
Mary Young……………………….50 

DIAMOND CLUB  (75-99 
HOURS) 
Theda Brabec……………………..84 
Dorla Cartwright……………….. 79 
Kim Clark…………………………...82 
Jerry Deutsch …………………….79 
Candee Dirks……………………..78 
Marvin Engel……………………..85 
Gary Gagnon…………………….. 80 
Jack Hash ………..………………...90 
Clifton Jones Jr. ………………….97 
Karen Kissam-Kaczer ………….84 
Patrick McCue …………………..75 
Daniel Morris …………………....86 
Karen Nickels …………………….75 
Mario Rodriguez………………...95 
Tobie Sperry……………………….99 
Roger Varney …………………….92 
Simon Wong …………….……….96 
Cindy Lou Wooten …………….88 

CENTURIONS (100 + HOURS) 
 
Bart Ballinger ………………..205 
Mary Ballinger………………..300 
Ella Brewer……………………..252 
Laurie Buchman……………..146 
Mary Camp…………………….134 
Sharon Chew…………………. 115 
Tyrone Chew…………………..200 
Steven Fittro …………………..132 
Patricia Goodwin …………...120 
Cameron Haney……………...140 
MaryAnn Hart………………...110  
Andrew  Newell……………...118 
Risa Page………………………..233 
Estrellita Perry………………..115 
David Pelino …………………..134 
Diana Reyes…………………….159 
Bruno Santarossa…………...113 
Lorna Santarossa…………….148 
Michiko Swedberg………….141 
Marta Thomas ……………….108 
Michael Thrower…………….164 
Antonia Ying…………………..114 
Robert Ying…………………….114  

GOLD CLUB  (50-74 HOURS)  
Elane  Burleson………….……64 
Lori Carpenter…………………57 
Joan Dyson…..…………………52 
Albert Ellis ……...………………53 
Barbara Ellis ……...…...……..52 
Harlan Enlow..…………………60 
Della Frank………………………73 
James Kei…………………………60 
Donna Klein…………...……….50 
Pete LeClaire ….……………...65 


